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lowing circumstances. Adrienne was first offered to Made-
moiselle Rachel, who, after learning and rehearsing the part,
suddenly took it into her head that it was quite unsuited to
her. This caprice, for we have already seen that she had nei-
ther taste nor discernment in dramatic literature, offended M.
Scribe exceedingly, and he gave the charming role to Made-
moiselle Rose Chen. The spirit of rivalry did what no en-
treaties or the promptings of good sense could have obtained,
Rachel was as eager to have the part when it was another's
as she had been obstinate in returning it when it was hers.
But M. Scribe was also a sovereign power in theatrical affairs.
He was in his turn obdurate, and it was only through the
kindly intervention of his co-author, M. Legouve, that the cov-
eted part went back to its original destination.

The success of the play having taught Mademoiselle Rachel
how much she was indebted to him who had restored it to
her, became the foundation of the warmest friendship between
them. The actress, with that passionate enthusiasm of heart
and head which is too often the sole guide of the sex, could
neither see nor hear save through her cher auteur. She would
have wished to _ play no works but his, and, until he could
write new ones for her, she took up his old ones.

Mademoiselle Mars had some years before created with the
fullest success the rule of Louise de Lignerolles. "We have seen
that Mademoiselle Rachel, who ought to have been taught
wisdom by former failures, undertook once more to prove her
right of succession to the light sceptre so gracefully held by
the great comedienne? but the attempt was extremely unfor-
tunate. That her good-will was not lacking is fully shown
by the following lines, written on the fly-leaf of a copy of
"Talma's Memoirs" sent to M. Legouve' on the 6th of Janu-
ary, 1852.

" I mean to spend my nights learning ' Louise de Ligne-
rolles,' with which I am exceedingly charmed. See M. Hous-
saye as soon as possible, that the work may be immediately
revived. You may rely on my zeal, my devotion, and some-
- what, too, on my ability. I send you a book, the perusal of
which will, I think, interest you. You have promised me a
play for 1853 ; I rely on having it, mind.          RACHEL."has played wretchedly I"
